








Human Resources Clothing Room
Will be closed from December 23rd until January
3rd.

Please do not drop off any clothing until after
January 3rd.

CONTEMPORARY MUSIC
MINISTRY

will join the Sunday 5 PM
liturgy on varying weekends.

FEAST OF FAITH

Gathering
When Pope Benedict X VI visited the United States

in 2008, tens of thousands gathered in Yankee Stadium to
celebrate the Eucharist with him. What made them
different from all the other excited crowds who have
assembled there through the years? When they began to
sing together, to listen together, to pray together, they
ceased to be a crowd, and became a liturgical assembly. It
was not where they were but what they did that set them
apart.

The Gospels speak of many instances when Jesus
prayed alone to his Father. But Jesus also put a special
value on communal prayer. “Where two or three are
gathered together in my name,” he told his disciples, “there
am [ in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). Jesus gave his
own mission to his followers, sending them forth to do
everything he did: to heal, to teach, to proclaim the
kingdom. Jesus wants us to meet God in and through each
other. So the Christian community continues to gather,
Sunday after Sunday. When we get up on Sunday morning
and come to Mass, we respond to Jesus’ invitation, and we
express our trust in his promise that whenever we come

together, he comes, too.
—Corinna Laughlin, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2010

They shall name him Em-
manuel,

which means “God is with
us.”

— Matthew 1:23

PARISH PROGRAMS

FRANCISCANS
The Secular Franciscans meet on the third Sunday of the month, after the
11 AM mass in the Parish Center. Would you like to know what we are all
about? Please come to our meeting. Bring a bag lunch and we will supply
the coffee.

BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study Group—The group meets on Tuesdays from 1 PM—3 PM in
the second floor meeting room in the Parish Center New members are

always welcome!

SPIRITUAL BOOK GROUP
The Spiritual Book Group meets every Tuesday from 1-2 PM in the dining
room of the Parish Center. New members are always welcome!!

SHOP FAIR TRADE

Be the reason for peace and hope in our world

WORLD VILLAGE FAIR TRADE MARKET
is a “Gift Shop with a Mission”

UNIQUE AND BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS
GIFTS!!

Fair Trade is a movement around the globe that
sustains lives by paying FAIR WAGES and supports
AIDS orphans in Africa
Child and sweatshop labor is ended.

People grow in dignity and children attend school

COME SHOP FAIR TRADE where your dollars
change lives and bring hope.

You will find organic coffees, teas,
chocolates as well as beautiful
handcrafted gifts; jewelry, baskets,
scarves, handbags, cards, children’s
items and so much more.

Located in the Hamlet Green just east of the
Hampton Bays Movie Theatre at 101 W. Montauk
Highway
631-728-7880




OUR LADY OF THE HAMPTONS

Join us as we celebrate the season of Advent:

Sunday, Dec 19 - 2PM &
Mon, Dec 20 -7 PM
Christmas Show -"Room
at the Inn”

The public is welcome to
attend as guests of the
school.

The Almost Three program for students who will
reach the age of three prior to Mary 1, 2011 will
begin on January 5th at OLH’s St. Rosalie’s Parish
Center campus in Hampton Bays. A full prospectus
for this one day each week class is available at the
school. Enroliment is limited.

JUSTICE & PEACE CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER
Mercy Villa, 325 Rose Hill Road, Water Mill

December 28  7-9 PM
Contact Numbers: Pattye Pece 631-255-1995
Sr. Mary Harvey (Mercy Villa) 631-726-6543
Gayle Reisig 631-702-3840

There will be different types of prayer:

Jesus Prayer
Silence - Prayer of the Heart - Guided Imagery -
Meditation - The Rosary - Centering Prayer

EXPLORE: each month we will explore one particular area of the
world more deeply where there is a lack of justice or
peace (35 minutes)

EMPTY OURSELVES: we will explore different
types of prayer

EMPOWERED by God’s infilling, we will end with
coffee/tea in order to build this community of love
for the world

WE HOPE YOU CAN BE WITH US!

Look to the Child Jesus!

Pray for Qur Children

Central to evangelization is proclaiming Jesus. Central to
Jesus’ teaching is love to those most in need. The infant
Jesus embraces all, especially needy children. The office of
New Evangelization invites you to participate in seven
days of prayer for the needs of children, beginning on
Sunday, December 12, 2010, we urge you to ask the in-
fant Jesus to watch over young people in need by praying

for them each day.

Let each of us show our love for the infant Jesus and the children of our world by
spreading devotion to the Infant Jesus, praying and raising consciousness to the

needs of helpless children and youth!

Prayers to the Infant Jesus will focus on the needs of children in crisis:

Sunday: The homeless, hungry, and orphaned
Monday: The unborn and those living with addictions
Tuesday: The physically disabled and emotionally disturbed
Wednesday: Those being sold into slavery or trafficked
Thursday: Migrants and immigrants
Friday: Those being abused either physically, emotionally, or sexually
Saturday: \Victims of war and natural disasters




KID'S PAGE

Prayers and history of the Church

The Meaning of Christmas

“For a child has been born for us,
A son give Yo us;

Authority rests upon his shoulders;

And he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.”

(Isaiah 9:6)

God keeps his promises! He amazes us with gifts we
never could have imagined or asked for.

The earth is filled with God's gifts. Think of the solid
ground that supports us, gravity that keeps us from
floating away, the atmosphere that provides oxygen
for breathing and a shield to protect us from the
heat of the sun, and water that keeps our cells
healthy. We need so many things just o stay alive.
And yet the earth contains much more than is
necessary to keep us going. Within the earth, precious
gems, seashells, pinecones, roses, lilacs and peacocks,
panthers and pecans add to the world's great
fascination. And every day our friends and family
share new thoughts and fresh ways to love. What a
world we have been given!

But God wants to give us something even
more precious than all these wonders. He
wants to share his life with us. On day, in
Bethlehem, he placed himself in our hands.
He, who was there from the beginning of the
universe, who was the Word that spoke every
one of us into this world, gave himself to us
as a small child who could do nothing for
himself.

This gift has changed everything. He has
opened his heart for us. He has shown us how
to live according to his way. Let us stand in
front of the manger in Bethlehem and gaze
with wonder on Mary and Joseph, the
shepherds and angels, and the holy Child
Jesus, our Lord.

As we listen o the Gospel readings for the
Christmas season, we can follow the thread
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of Mary's story; how she listened to God and trusted
in his promises, how the Holy Spirit worked in her life
and filled Elizabeth and later Simeon, how Mary
rejoiced in God's mighty power, how her prayers
became prayers of the Church, and how she said “yes"
to God's plan. If we walk with Mary through these
sacred days, we will deepen our understanding and
enjoyment of this holy season.

Prayer to bless all who pray with your Christmas
nativity scene:

"To you is born this day in the city of David, a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke
2:11)

Loving Father, as we look at this scene, may we
remember Mary, the holy Mother of God who
said “yes” to your plan of salvation, may we
imitate Saint Joseph, who protected and loved
your Son and his blessed mother, and may we
adore Jesus forever and ever. We ask this
through the same Jesus Christ, our Light and our
Life. Amen




RISKY BUSINESS

Matthew’s Gospel today tells us Joseph was
betrothed to Mary. A betrothal was a much more

formal arrangement than an engagement is today. , /,/ ;};\ “‘““ \\\{\\\\“ ////
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betrothal was frowned upon. If the bride became (A
pregnant by another man, her groom had the right

to denounce her, and she would be stoned to death. The alternative was to quietly divorce her.
This would have saved Joseph from shame and humiliation, but would have done nothing to
protect Mary. Her pregnancy would have subjected her to fierce condemnation and an
uncertain future. God spoke in Joseph’s dream and told him not to be afraid to take Mary as
his wife. God gave the child a name—Jesus, the one who saves. It was usual in Jewish families
for the father to name a child; this child was named by his heavenly Father, but brought
through adoption into Joseph’s family, descendants of David, Israel’s greatest king. Joseph
could have ignored the dream, just as Mary could have refused the message of the angel that
she was chosen to bear the Messiah. Joseph took a risk and said “Yes” to God without regard
for what the outcome might be. Not all women have a “just man” like Joseph to do the right
thing and stand by them during the challenges of pregnancy and birth. Not all women have the
resources to cope with single motherhood or with a child’s mental or physical disabilities.
Some have trouble even putting food on the table for a growing family when times are hard.
Take a risk like Joseph and commit to offering help.

Copyright © 2010, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.




Christmas

A Sense of the Season

You probably know the song “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” Even though a radio station once
proclaimed the twelve days of Christmas as those before December 25, Christians have always kept
Christmas as a season from December 25 until January 6 (the traditional Epiphany). The church
calendar today even extends the celebration until the feast of the Baptism of the Lord—the Sunday after
Epiphany.

Here is what the church says about the season of Christmas: “Next to the yearly celebration of the
paschal mystery [meaning the Triduum and Easter season], the church holds most sacred the memorial
of Christ’s birth and early manifestations. This is the purpose of the Christmas season.” (General Norms
for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar, #32)

More than just “Jesus’ birthday,” the Christmas season is a time for remembering and reveling in the
nativity of Christ, the revelation of Christ to the Jewish shepherds, the revelation of Christ to the Gentile
magi (that’s us!), Christ’s baptism by John in the Jordan, and Christ changing water into wine at the
wedding “on the third day” (John 2:1) in Cana of Galilee. In all these saving events, we know that “the
Word is made flesh and dwells among us.”

How can we keep Christmas not just as a day, but as a season? Keep the tree up (and watered!) and
shining bright until the Baptism of the Lord. Sing carols and read the scriptures every day. Safely put
candles around your creche: Use small glass votive candle holders, and place them away from the
straw. You might also want to add a little water to the bottom of the glass before putting the candle in—
an added precaution that will also help you clean the
glass more easily. When you light the candles, sing or
say the prayer of the angels: Glory in heaven and

peace on earth, now and forever. Amen!

Copyright © 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800. Text by David
Philippart. Art by Chuck Ludeke.




